80                 Life and Worship.

10. Magh.

Sarasvati Puja. This Is the worship of Brahma's
"wife, the goddess of learning. All who have the
slightest smattering of education reverence her; and not
her image only, but pens, ink, paper, books, etc., by
which knowledge can be acquired and taught. The
women have no share in this worship ; it is strange
that the patron of learning should be a woman.

IT. Phalgun.

In this month the Dol Jdtra or Holi festival, in honour
of Krishna, is held. In speaking of the Jagannatha
worship at Puri, we shall describe this. It is a festival
commonly observed throughout North India, and even
where there are no temples of Krishna, the people go
about in excited crowds throwing red powder upon
passers-by, and singing indecent songs. It is almost im-
possible for a woman to walk through the streets without
being insulted. It commemorates Krishna's voluptuous
amusements. In this month Ghentu, the god of itch,
is also worshipped, for whom a dunghill is regarded as
the representative, or an old broken earthen pot daubed
with lime and turmeric. The mistress of the house acts
as priestess: when a few doggerel verses about the god
have been recited, the vessel is broken into bits. At
this time, too, Shitala, the goddess of smallpox, and
Ola Bibi, the goddess of cholera, are also worshipped.

12. Chaitra.

In this month the Char ok Puja takes place. It is
said that a king, by reason of his great austerities,
obtained an interview with Siva, in commemoration of
which this festival is held. The peculiarity of it is that
the devotees of Siva belonging to the lower castes,
assume the profession and dress of ascetics for a week
or ten days, and march about the streets soliciting alms-